
St Bartholomew Academy 
                                               Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

 
 

SUMMER READING   
Students Entering Grades 7 and 8 

2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,   
 
         
             At St. Bartholomew Academy, we support the tradition of summer reading 
for all of our students as a way to maintain and enhance critical literacy skills. 
Reading deepens background knowledge, broadens vocabulary, and builds fluency 
which all lead to greater comprehension.  Summer reading is designed to stimulate 
the imagination and serve as a basis for classroom discussion and activities 
throughout the year.  In an effort to continue proficiency in reading, the students 
entering Grades 7 and 8 will be required to read one fiction book of their choice 
over the summer and complete the requested information. The selected fiction book 
can be historical, realistic, science fiction, adventure, mystery, or fantasy. The book 
should appropriately reflect good moral character.   
 
 

Attached please find the book report form by which the students will report 
their knowledge of this book.  The report should be answered in complete sentences 
with careful attention to detail.  Please follow the format for each paragraph as 
indicated on the outline.  After reading the book, students should complete the 
information requested making sure the report is NEATLY written or typed and 
grammatically correct and then complete the creative assignment- both assignments 
follow this letter.  The book report is due on the first day of school and should be 
handed in to me during Language Arts class.  Have a safe and happy summer! God 
bless you!                 
                                                                                Sincerely, 
                                                                                        
                     Ms. Katlynn DeMatos     



St.   Bartholomew   Academy   
Middle   School   Summer   Reading   2022 

Book   Report   Form   
Grades   7   and   8   

Please   answer   each   of   the   following   questions   in   complete   sentences.     
The   responses   should   be   neatly   wri�en   or   typed   in   paragraph   form.    
A�ach   this   cover   sheet   to   your   answers   and   hand   it   in    on   the   
first   day   of   school.  Each   question   is   valued   at   20   points.     

Your   Name____________________________________________   Grade___________________  

Book   Title_____________________________________________________________________  

Number   of   Pages__________________   Author_______________________________________  

1. Why   do   you   think   the   author   chose   this   par�cular   �tle   for   the   book?    Is   it
significant?   What   does   it   mean?

2. Brief   Plot   Summary   -   What   is   the   book   about?    Summarize   the   plot   of   the
book   in   complete   sentences.    It   should   include   the   se�ng,   rising   ac�on,
climax,   falling   ac�on,   and   resolu�on.    The   summary   should   not   be   longer
than   one   page.

3. Favorite   Scene   –   Describe   the   se�ng   of   your   favorite   scene.   Be   sure   to
include   where   and   when   this   scene   takes   place.

4. Interes�ng   character   –   Pick   the   character   you   think   is   the   most   interes�ng.
What   a�ributes   does   this   character   possess   that   makes   that   character
especially   interes�ng   to   you?   Name   at   least   3   traits   and   give   specific
examples   from   the   story   that   display   each   trait.

5. Would   you   recommend   this   book   to   someone   else   to   read?    Why   or   why
not?



BOOK REPORT OPTIONS FOR SUMMER READING

You read a novel of your choice this summer.  As part of your summer reading

project, please choose ONE of the following options that interest you the most

and complete the assignment following the directions that are provided below.

OPTION #1: TIMELINE POSTER

DIRECTIONS: Create a timeline poster of 8 important events that occurred

throughout your book.  You will need to complete the following:

● Create a title for each of your events that summarizes what happened.

● Type a 2-3 sentence summary that explains what happened during

this event and why it is important to the novel.

● Print or draw a picture that represents the event that you chose to

write about. There needs to be one photo per event!

● Place all events in chronological order,  and don’t forget the title of

the book and your name on your poster!

● Poster should be no smaller than 24x36.

OPTION #2: BOOK COLLAGE

DIRECTIONS: Throughout your book, you have come across many symbols,

settings, characters, and events.  Recall these things and create a collage of

images that relate to your story. You will need to complete the following:

● A poster that is at least 18X24

● Cover the entire poster with images that relate to your story either

with the characters, setting, conflicts, events, symbols and/or quotes.

These photos should be printed from the internet.

● Choose 5 photos from your poster and in 2-3 sentences explain how

each one relates to the novel. The explanations should have the

image next to it, so I know which one you are referring to.  Type your

explanations, print them out, and paste them on the back of your

poster. Don’t forget to include your name!



OPTION #3: CREATE A MOVIE POSTER

DIRECTIONS: You have just been hired to turn your book into a movie! You

will need to complete the following:

★ On the front of your poster:

○ Create a promotional movie poster with a cover drawing that relates

to your book.  Be sure to include on your poster the title of your movie

(which is the name of your book), your main actors/actresses names,

and who it is directed by (YOU)!

○ Your poster should be at least 18x24

★ On the back of your poster:

○ Choose at least 5 characters from your book and give them real and

relevant actors/actresses who you think would be best to play them

○ Next to each actor/actress’ picture, type at least 2-3 sentences

explaining why you chose him/her to play that particular character.

Use the questions below to help guide you:

■ How does this actor/actress connect to the character in your story? What are

the similarities? Di�erences?

■ Have they acted in a movie/show before that relates to the genre or conflict

that occurs in the book?

★ There should be a total of 5 explanations (one for each character), and they

need to be typed and pasted on the back of your poster.

OPTION #4: CREATE A SOUNDTRACK

DIRECTIONS:  Imagine the perfect song to go with an important scene from

your book, or  a song that represents one of your characters from the story.  Your

job is to create a playlist of 5 songs that relate to your book somehow!  Please

include the following information:

● On the front of your poster:

○ Create a hand-drawn album cover that represents your album

for your novel.



○ List the 5 songs you chose for your story.  Don’t forget to

include the title of your song and the artist who sings it!

★ Things to Remember:

● The whole song does not have to completely match up

with elements from your novel.  It can just be a phrase,

chorus, or a repeated word(s) that relate to something

in your book.

● No vulgar language or inappropriate content can be

chosen as your song! It must be clean and school

appropriate.

● On the back of your poster:

○ For each song you chose, type a 2-3 sentence explanation about

how it relates to your story.  Does it relate to the characters,

themes, symbols, setting, events, or conflicts that take place in

the story? Be sure to include some of the lyrics to the song in

your explanation.

○ There should be a total of 5 explanations (one for each song),

and they need to be typed and pasted on the back of your poster.

● Your poster should be no bigger than 12x18.

*Project will be due when you return to school!*




